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By KATE BRANSFIELD

We have so much to be
thankful for living North

of Montana. 

Thanksgiving gives us the
perfect opportunity to reflect
and consider all that this
neighborhood has to offer. We
have world-class public
schools, beautiful surroundings
and a sense of community not
often seen.

To celebrate this occasion,
most families gather to enjoy a
fine meal and share each
other's company. Here are a
few tips to make this year's
Thanksgiving dinner a bit more
interesting. 

Season's greetings and happy
Thanksgiving.

Citrus gives Thanksgiving
dinner a zing

Sausage in the stuffing, cream in the
potatoes, gravy on that big, rich bird.
Face it, Thanksgiving is one heavy meal.

The best way to lighten things up?
Citrus.

"It adds brightness, freshness, it
accentuates other flavors," says
cookbook writer Michael Ruhlman,
author of "Ruhlman's Twenty."

Whether it comes from orange,
lemon or lime, the acid in citrus fruits
balances fat, the way vinegar balances

oil in a dressing. It invites salt and
awakens the palate. Citrus zest offers
bite with its intensely fragrant oils.
Used together, the juice and zest create
levels of sweet-sour-bitter that play out
across your tongue.

"Citrus fruits have a double life,"
says Niki Segnit, author of "The Flavor
Thesaurus." ''The juice is sour, the zest
is bitter. You have two different flavors
you can play with."

Oranges are the world's most
popular citrus fruit, Segnit says, their
broad flavor assuring that they play well
with most others. Your everyday orange
loves apples, fennel and chocolate, but
it is so rich in undertones that it also
offers surprising combinations.

The sharp, intensely sour juice of
limes adds spunk to sugary items, but
we often turn to lemons as the
workhorse of the kitchen. Their bracing
juice highlights almost any flavor, from
sweet apple to piney rosemary, and
lemon often is what stands between a
chef and a one-note dish.

About this publication
This publication was produced by local Realtor Kate Bransfield to keep the North of Montana neighborhood 

up to date on some of the more interesting happenings in this unique corner of Santa Monica. 
As a Santa Monican for over 22 years, Kate takes pride in being a part of this vibrant community. 
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North of Montana
Single Family Homes Sold Year To Date - 2010 Compared To 2011

From ALL agents in ALL companies

*To prevent skewing of the numbers, these stats do not include the sale of a property on Adelaide for $11,650,000

Giving thanks
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School calendar for
North of Montana 
Lincoln Middle School
1501 California Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-4305
(310) 393-9227
www.lincoln.smmusd.org

Nov. 23
Minimum Day
12:50 p.m.
All students dismissed early. 

Nov. 24-25
Thanksgiving holiday.

Dec. 1
Orchestra Concert
7 p.m.
Hear the sounds of the school orchestra.

Dec. 5
Progress Reports
All students will be sent home their reports.

Dec. 7
School Site Council
3:15 p.m.
Get involved.

Roosevelt Elementary School
801 Montana Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-1591
(310) 395-1472
www.roosevelt.smmusd.org

Nov. 22
Walk to School Tuesday
Ditch the car and stroll to campus. It’s good
for the environment.

Nov. 24-25
Thanksgiving holiday.

Dec 1
School Tour
Take a look around campus.

Dec. 2
Coffee with the Principal
8:35 p.m.
Meet and greet with Roosevelt's principal.

Franklin Elementary School
2400 Montana Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-2199
(310) 828-2814
www.franklin.smmusd.org

Nov. 23
Parent-Teacher Conferences

Nov. 24-25
Thanksgiving holiday.

Dec. 5-8
Holiday Book Fair

Montana 
Library events

The Montana Branch Library is so
much more than just a library. 

It offers free Internet access and is 
a meeting place for the North of
Montana neighborhood. The library 
is located at 1704 Montana Ave., 
Santa Monica, Ca., 90403. For more
information, call (310) 458-8682.

Below are some of the more interesting
happenings going on at the library in
November:

Nov. 22
Thanksgiving Program
3:45 p.m. — 5:45 p.m.
Come celebrate Thanksgiving with
stories and crafts. Ages 3 and up.

Nov. 23
Library closes early
5:30 
All Santa Monica libraries 
will close early.

Nov. 24
Library closed for Thanksgiving

Nov. 30
Baby Time
10:15 a.m. — 10:35 a.m.
Story time for babies up to 18 months
old. There will be a second edition of
this event at 11:15 a.m.

Dec. 1
Preschool Story Time
11:15 a.m. — 11:45 a.m.
Stories for kids ages 3-5 every
Thursday morning.

Dec, 5
Classic Film and Discussion
Series: 'Body and Soul
2 p.m.
In this 1947 drama directed by Robert
Rosen, a young boxer (John Garfield)
slugs his way out of the slums only to
fall prey to organized crime.
Refreshments to be served. Followed by
discussion with film scholar Vivian
Rosenberg. Cost: free.

Montana Avenue Holiday Walk
Complimentary Photos with ...

The Real Santa at My Office!
Bring your kids, large and

small, to have their
complimentary photos taken
with Santa & enjoy our music,
popcorn and treats ... 
at my office.

1608 Montana Avenue

Friday, December 2nd
5:00 pm thru 9:00 pm

Kick the holiday season off 
with Montana Avenue’s annual 
Holiday Walk.

You and your family are sure to find the
perfect holiday gifts walking down
twinkling streets filled with live music
and festive fun!

For more information, visit
www.MontanaAve.com.
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