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By KATE BRANSFIELD

OK all you procrastinators, it’s
time to get serious about

holiday gift shopping. 
Instead of just going with a gift

card or a box of candy, give your
loved ones an experience they will
remember as time ticks down to
the big day.

Discount websites have emerged
as great sources for unique gift
ideas. And, they’re quick and easy
to use as you put the final touches
on your holiday season.

Here are some ideas to get you
going as you search for last-second
gifts:

Forget the material things —
reindeer sweaters, clunky toys,
stocking stuffers that end up as,
well, stuff. How about a skydiving
lesson, a spa pampering or a night
at a cozy bed and breakfast?

This holiday season, a lasting
memory is worth a thousand
knickknacks.

With daily-deal sites like
Groupon growing in popularity,
more Americans are giving
experiences instead of glitzy gifts.
Think comfort and joy, not five
golden rings.

Instead of sneakers
or electronic gizmos,
Denice Bailey and
her husband
are treating
their two
teenage boys to a
Dallas Cowboys
game, dinner at a
steakhouse and a
family night in a
hotel.

Because it's sure to
cost hundreds of dollars,
the parents let the boys choose
between the night on the town and
store-bought gifts. Bailey was
surprised by their decision.

For those ready to take the

plunge, there are as many options
for experience-giving as Santa has
elves.

In New York, LivingSocial had a
$100 deal for a wine-tasting and
meatball-cooking class taught by
the chef of Little Owl restaurant. It
sold out in an hour.

While there's no
way to tell how many

of them were given
as gifts, Sheri
Bridges, a

marketing
professor at

Wake Forest
University, says
experiences are the

best gifts for the
person who has
everything.

"Something
time-starved people don't

have is quality time with
people they love," she says.

Kristen Vannice bought her
boyfriend flying lessons on a glider,
a small plane that runs without

power using air currents. For $99
from the Soaring Society of
America, she got him a lesson,
instruction materials and a few
months' membership to a glider
training group.

"He always talked about it kind
of longingly, and I knew it was just
the kind of thing he probably
wouldn't get around to taking the
initiative to do himself," says
Vannice, 29, a doctoral student at
Johns Hopkins School of Public
Health in Baltimore. "We rarely
pamper ourselves with nice or new
experiences."

Still, as with any gift, givers of
online daily deals have to proceed
with caution.

They come with expiration
dates, and if your brother keeps
hectoring you about whether
you've taken that hot air balloon
ride, it can get awkward. Plus, you
can always take a necktie back, but
returning a day of zip-lining is
tricky without a time machine.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS
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North of Montana
Single Family Homes Sold Year To Date - 2010 Compared To 2011

From ALL agents in ALL companies

*To prevent skewing of the numbers, these stats do not include the sale of a property on Adelaide for $11,650,000

Never too late for gifts
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School calendar
for North of
Montana 
Lincoln Middle School
1501 California Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-4305
(310) 393-9227
www.lincoln.smmusd.org

Dec. 20 
Minimum day. All classes 
dismissed at 12:50 p.m.

Dec. 21 - Jan. 4, 2012
No school for winter recess.

Jan. 7, 2012
Honor Choir Auditions
8 a.m. — 1 p.m.
Show off your singing chops.

Roosevelt Elementary
School
801 Montana Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-1591
(310) 395-1472
www.roosevelt.smmusd.org

Dec. 20
Walk to School Tuesday
Ditch your car and hoof it to school. It’s
good for the environment.

Dec. 21 - Jan. 4, 2012
No school for winter recess.

Jan. 11, 2012
Read-a-Thon Kick Off
Pick your favorite books to read during
this event. Those interested should ask
their teachers for more information.

Franklin Elementary
School
2400 Montana Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-2199
(310) 828-2814
www.franklin.smmusd.org

Dec. 21 - Jan. 4, 2012
No school for winter recess.

Jan. 12, 2012
PTA Meeting
8:30 a.m.
Find out what’s going on at your child’s
school. 

Jan. 23-27, 2012
Recycling Week
Time to pitch in for the environment.

Montana 
Library events

The Montana Branch Library is so

much more than just a library. 

It offers free Internet access and is 

a meeting place for the North of

Montana neighborhood. The library 

is located at 1704 Montana Ave., 

Santa Monica, Ca., 90403. For more

information, call (310) 458-8682.

Here are some of the more interesting
happenings going on at the library in
December and January:

Dec. 19-22
Vacation Special
3:45 p.m. — 4:30 p.m..
Join the library each day for a different
craft. All ages are invited. Activities
include: monkey paper bag puppet,
alphabet snake and making booklets.

Dec. 21
Baby Time
10:15 a.m. — 10:35 a.m.
Story time for babies up to 18 months
old. There will be a second edition of
this event at 11:15 a.m.

Dec. 22
Preschool Story Time
11:15 a.m. — 11:45 a.m.
Stories for kids ages 3-5 every 
Thursday morning.

Dec. 24-26
All Santa Monica libraries will 
be closed for the holiday.

Jan. 1-2, 2012
All Santa Monica libraries will 
be closed for the holiday.

Jan. 4, 2012
Baby Time
10:15 a.m. — 10:35 a.m.
Story time for babies up to 18 months
old. There will be a second edition of
this event at 11:15 a.m.

Jan. 11, 2012
Books & Bites: 
‘The Westing Game’
5 p.m. — 6 p.m.
Join this monthly discussion for 
5th-8th graders. This week’s meeting
will discuss “The Westing Game” 
by Ellen Raskin.
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The Man in Red:  Santa Claus made an appearance at my office during 
the annual Montana Avenue Holiday Walk on Dec. 2. He stopped by to 
take pictures with kids and to spread the Christmas spirit.


