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By KATE BRANSFIELD

While the real estate market
at large has experienced

instability over the past few years,
2012 showed signs of recovery and
even growth. Fortunately the North
of Montana market has been less
affected by the overall market
instability and 2012 certainly
represented a rebound.

Prices have risen and the
average number of sales each
month have been up from the
previous year. There are myriad
reasons why the market has shown
strength, chief among them are the
number of buyers looking for
homes in this desirable enclave of
Santa Monica.

Another promising sign is the
number of developers coming 
back into the market for remodeling,
revitalizing or engaging in new
building.

One of the most compelling
reasons many buyers are interested
in coming into the market are the

historically low mortgage interest
rates. Rates in the low 3% range are
as good a reason as any to consider
acquiring a home.  Recent
statements by Federal Reserve
officials indicate this rate
environment won't be changing
anytime soon, providing not only
easy entry into the market for new
home buyers, but a great chance for
current owners to re-finance and
lock in a favorable rate for years to
come. Additionally, low rates offer
current owners the opportunity to
upgrade to a larger home.  

However, more than anything,
it’s the charm of Santa Monica and
the North of Montana neighborhood
that is drawing people in.

The area’s schools continue to be
some of the best in Southern
California, if not the state. There
are three perfect examples of that
in our neighborhood. With
Franklin and Roosevelt elementary
schools and Lincoln Middle School
nearby, every home is within a
short trip to campus.

A new trend of late has been the
emergence of Santa Monica as a
center for jobs in the technology
field. Dubbed Silicon Beach for the
number of startups calling the city
home, it’s given Santa Monica
another attractive feature that has
people looking to move here to
advance their careers. This
translates into more motivated
buyers coming to town.

And of course, there’s the

climate. Basked in sunlight most of
the year, Santa Monica boasts one
of the most comfortable climates in
the Los Angeles area. Also, the
proximity to the beach has been
high on my clients’ wish lists when
they decide to move here.

There are certainly plenty of
reasons to believe that 2013 will
bring more of the same prosperity
to our corner of the world.

About this publication
This publication was produced by local Realtor Kate Bransfield to keep the North of Montana neighborhood 

up to date on some of the more interesting happenings in this unique corner of Santa Monica. 
As a Santa Monican for over 23 years, Kate takes pride in being a part of this vibrant community. 
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North of Montana
school calendar
Lincoln Middle School
1501 California Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-4305
(310) 393-9227
www.lincoln.smmusd.org

Dec. 24-Jan. 7
School will be closed for the winter recess.
Classes resume Jan. 8.

Jan. 10
Coffee with the Principal
8:45 a.m.
Share some time with Lincoln’s principal
and take a tour of the campus.

Jan. 17
PTSA Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Travel to Santa Monica High School for this
special panel for 8th grade parents. Samohi
is located at 601 Pico Blvd.

Jan. 21
MLK Jr. Day
No school for the holiday.

Roosevelt Elementary
School
801 Montana Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-1591
(310) 395-1472
www.roosevelt.smmusd.org

Dec. 24-Jan. 4
School will be closed for the winter recess.
Classes resume Jan. 7.

Jan. 9
PTA General Meeting
7 p.m.
This is a great opportunity to learn more
about your school.

Jan. 21
MLK Jr. Day
No school for the holiday.

Jan. 29
TV Turn Off Tuesday
Instead of watching the tube all day go
outside and play for a bit.

Franklin Elementary
School
2400 Montana Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-2199
(310) 828-2814
www.franklin.smmusd.org

Dec. 24-Jan. 4
School will be closed for the winter recess.
Classes resume Jan. 7.

Jan. 17
PTA Meeting
This will be the first PTA meeting of 2013.

Jan. 21
MLK Jr. Day
No school for the holiday.

Jan. 28-31
Recycling Week
Take this chance to help the environment by
learning about the importance of recycling.

Kate's
recommendations
Please visit the website of this 
Santa Monica psychologist:

Inessa Manevich, Ph.D.
1150 Yale Street, Suite 2
Santa Monica, CA 90403

www.drinessamanevich.com
dr.imanevich@gmail.com

310.804.6339

Dr. Manevich attended the University of

Pennsylvania as an undergraduate and attained

her graduate degrees in clinical psychology from

Columbia University. 

Dr. Manevich specializes in showing

individuals how to reach their full potential, by

helping people recognize the areas of their lives in

which they feel stuck, and work toward achieving

their own definition of success. 

She works with individuals, couples, families

and adolescents who are struggling with various

life's difficulties. 

Montana 
Library events

The Montana Branch Library is so
much more than just a library.

It offers free Internet access 
and is a meeting place for the 
North of Montana neighborhood. 

Dec. 19
Baby Story Time
10:15 a.m.
Enjoy stories selected for babies up to 17
months.

Dec. 20
Toddler Story Time
10 a.m.
Spend the morning hearing stories that
appeal to toddlers up to 35 months. 

Dec. 20
In Case You Missed It Film Series:
‘Contagion’
2 p.m.
In this star-studded, suspense flick directed
by Steven Soderbergh, the medical
community races to develop a vaccine to
combat a lethal airborne virus.

Dec. 22
Lego Club
3 p.m.
Come have fun with Legos and build
something amazing. Ages 4 and up.

Dec. 24-25
All Santa Monica libraries will be closed for
the holiday.

Dec. 26
Vacation Crafts
3 p.m.
Join the library each afternoon for a special
craft. Ages 4 and up. This workshop teaches
kids how to make a beaded pin.

Dec. 31 and Jan. 1
All libraries will be closed for the New Years
holiday.

Jan. 5
Self Publishing & e-Publishing made simple
12:30 p.m.
In this informative seminar, you will learn
to self-publish your book, convert it to an e-
book, sell it, make it available for download,
create podcasts, and protect your
intellectual property. With author Mike
Rounds.

Jan. 9
Mystery Book Group: ‘Faceless Killers’
7 p.m.
Discussion of Henning Mankell's first
Wallander novel, in which he tries to solve a
horrible crime that ignites anti-immigrant
fervor.

Jan. 15
In Case You Missed It Evening Film Series:
‘Friends with Kids’
6:30 p.m.
When two people decide to have a child
without becoming a couple, their close-knit
friends begin to question their own
lifestyles.

The library is located at 
1704 Montana Ave., 
Santa Monica, Ca., 90403. 
For more information, 
call (310) 458-8682.

Proud
Sponsor Of:


