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By KATE BRANSFIELD

As we leave behind another
year, questions arise about

the local real estate market. 
It’s natural to ponder what’s to
come after the uncertainty 
we’ve experienced over the last
few years. 

Regionally and nationally,
real estate continues to be
fraught with uncertainty and
speculation about a market
rebound.

Locally, 2011 was relatively
steady as homes were sold 
at a rate that outpaced the
national average. That’s 
one of the beauties of living 
in a coveted neighborhood 
like North of Montana.

The strong desire to live in
Santa Monica continues to prop

up the local market. As long as
people want to live in the
sunshine, just steps from the
beach, there will continue to be
demand in these parts.

Also buoying the local market
is the mix of a vibrant
community, excellent public
schools and a strong local
economy. These factors promise
to help our corner of the world
retain its value despite sluggish
national trends.

Although listings took longer
to sell in 2011 than in 2010, the
average price per square foot of
North of Montana single family
homes rose from $793 in 2010
to $819 in 2011. This promising
price indicator is just one sign
that demand remains vigorous
in our neighborhood. I’m
confident this trend will

continue and we can look
forward to rising home 
values and strong demand
North of Montana in 2012. 

Until the national economy
begins to emerge from its
current lethargy, there will
remain the tendency among

potential buyers to be
conservative. However, 
the strong real estate market
North of Montana continues to
make home ownership in this
neighborhood one of the best
investments in Southern
California real estate. 

About this publication
This publication was produced by local Realtor Kate Bransfield to keep the North of Montana neighborhood 

up to date on some of the more interesting happenings in this unique corner of Santa Monica. 
As a Santa Monican for over 22 years, Kate takes pride in being a part of this vibrant community. 
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North of Montana
Single Family Homes Sold Year To Date - 2010 Compared To 2011

From ALL agents in ALL companies

*To prevent skewing of the numbers, these stats do not include the sale of a property on Adelaide for $11,650,000

Welcome to 2012, 
North of Montana
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Proud Sponsor Of:

Calendars for
Schools serving the
North of Montana
Neighborhood
Lincoln Middle School
1501 California Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-4305
(310) 393-9227
www.lincoln.smmusd.org

Jan. 25
Drama Club
3:30 p.m. — 5:30 p.m.
Work on your acting chops during this
regular meeting.

Jan. 26
Coffee with the Principal
8:30 a.m.
Spend a little face time with our principal.
There will be campus tours this time
around.

Jan. 30
Progress Reports 
Find out the latest about how your kids are
doing in class.

Feb. 9
PTA Meeting
7 p.m.
Learn about what’s going on around
campus. Get opportunity to mingle with
other parents.

Feb. 20
Off Day
School is out for Presidents’ Day. 

Feb. 28
Coldstone Creamery Fundraiser
Enjoy a cold treat during this special night
to raise funds for Lincoln.

Roosevelt Elementary
School
801 Montana Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-1591
(310) 395-1472
www.roosevelt.smmusd.org

Jan. 27
Papa John’s Pizza Day
The school cafeteria offers a special treat to
students.

Jan. 27
3 p.m. — 4:30 p.m.
Our Frontyard: The Pacific Ocean
The Science Club presents this educational
visit to the beach. 

Jan. 31
Walk to School Day
Ditch the car and stroll to school for the
environment.

Feb. 1-29
Book of the Month
“One Smile” is this month’s reading
selection.

Feb. 3
Popcorn Friday
Something special is popping up on campus.
Tasty treats for students.

Feb. 8
PTA Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Stop by to see what’s happening at school.
Great opportunity to get involved.

Feb. 20
Off Day
School is out for Presidents’ Day. 

Franklin Elementary
School
2400 Montana Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-2199
(310) 828-2814
www.franklin.smmusd.org

Jan. 23-27
Recycling Week
Help the school help the environment
during this special week-long event. 

Jan. 28
Clean Up Day
9 a.m. — 1 p.m.
Pitch in to help the campus stay clean.

Feb. 1
PTA Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Stop by to see what’s happening on campus
these days. 

Feb. 20
Off Day
School is out for Presidents’ Day. 

Feb. 23
Science Fair
6 p.m. — 8 p.m.
Discover the inner scientist inside of you.

Library closes for
improvements

The Montana Avenue Branch
Library will be closed

through Friday, Feb. 24, 2012,
for interior improvements.

The branch will reopen with
new carpeting and paint; new
shelving for adult books and

media collections; a new
configuration for the adult
computers; added book
displays; a more efficient service
desk; more self-checkout
stations; and additional seating
in the teen area.

The Montana Branch will
reopen on Saturday, Feb. 25,
2012 with an open house
planned for the spring.
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