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By KATE BRANSFIELD

With the new year in full swing,
many homeowners may be

looking to the future, deciding what is
best for them and for their families. If
the time has come to sell your home,
there are a few things you will want to
consider to make your property as
attractive as possible. The following are
a few tips that could help make your
listing a successful one.

Getting ready

A house that “sparkles” will sell faster, and
frequently at a better price, than its shabby
neighbor. Buyers react emotionally to a
fresh, clean house with no visible wear and
tear. A clean, fresh property suggests to
prospective buyers that this property has
been well-maintained, because if what they
can see is maintained, what they can’t see
has probably also been maintained. In
readying your house for sale, consider:

• How much should you spend

• Exterior and curb appeal

• Preparing the interior

How much should you spend

In preparing your home for the market,
you don’t need to spend a lot of money.
Buyers will be impressed by a brand new
roof, but they aren’t likely to give you
enough extra money to pay for it. There is a
big difference between making minor and
inexpensive “polishes” and “touch-ups” to
your house, such as putting new knobs on
cabinets and a fresh coat of neutral paint
throughout, and doing extensive and costly
renovations, like installing a new kitchen. As
I am well-familiar with buyers’ expectations
north of Montana, I can advise you
specifically on what improvements need to
be made. Don’t hesitate to ask for advice.

Maximizing exterior and curb appeal 

Before putting your house on the market,
take as much time as necessary (and as little
money as possible) to maximize its exterior
and interior appeal. Tips to enhance your
home’s exterior and curb appeal:

• Remove the less frequently used, even
daily used items from kitchen counters,
closets, and attics, making these areas much
more inviting.

• Keep the lawn edged, cut and watered
regularly (patch any ‘bald spots’).

• Trim hedges, weed lawns and flowerbeds,
and prune trees.

• Repair any cracks and/or crumbling of the
foundation, steps, walkways, walls and
patios.

• Repair any peeling paint on doors and
windows.

• Clean and align gutters.

• Inspect and clean the chimney.

• Repair and replace loose or damaged roof
shingles.

• Repair and repaint loose siding and
caulking.

• During spring and summer months
consider adding a few showy annuals,
perhaps in pots, near your front entrance.

• Re-seal an asphalt driveway. 

• Keep your garage door closed.

• Apply a fresh coat of paint to the
front door.

Think about the inside
Enhance your home’s interior by:

• Give every room in the house a thorough
cleaning, as well as removing all clutter.

This alone will make your house appear
bigger and brighter. I recommend renting
storage containers such as PODS
www.Pods.com to move some furniture and
misc. items out, to create a sleeker, more
spacious look.

• Hire a professional cleaning service once
every few weeks while the house is on the
market.

• Remove the less frequently used, even
daily used items from kitchen counters,
closets, and attics.

• Check for cracks, leaks and signs of
dampness in the attic and basement.

• Repair cracks, holes or damage to plaster,
wallboard, wallpaper, paint, and tiles.

• Replace broken or cracked windowpanes,
moldings, and other woodwork. Inspect and
repair the plumbing, heating , cooling, and
alarm systems.

• Repair dripping faucets and shower heads.
Buy showy new towels for the bathroom, to
be brought out only when prospective
buyers are on the way.

• Spruce up a kitchen in need of more major
remodeling by investing in new cabinet
knobs, new curtains, or a coat of neutral
paint.

About this publication
This publication was produced by local Realtor Kate Bransfield to keep the North of Montana neighborhood 

up to date on some of the more interesting happenings in this unique corner of Santa Monica. 
As a Santa Monican for over 22 years, Kate takes pride in being a part of this vibrant community. 

| Coldwell Banker  | 1608 Montana Avenue  | Santa Monica, CA 90403

310.395.1133 | Kate@SantaMonicaListings.com | www.SantaMonicaListings.com

North of Montana
Single Family Homes Sold Year To Date - 2011 Compared To 2012

From ALL agents in ALL companies

*To prevent skewing of the numbers, these stats do not include the sale of a property on Adelaide for $11,650,000
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North of Montana
school calendar
Lincoln Middle School
1501 California Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-4305
(310) 393-9227
www.lincoln.smmusd.org

Feb. 27

Drama Club
3:30 p.m.
Sharpen your acting chops with fellow
aspiring thespians.

March 1

Coffee with the Principal
8:30 p.m.
Have a little face time with 
Lincoln’s principal. 

March 8

PTSA Meeting
5:30 p.m.
Find out what’s happening on your campus
at this regular meeting.

March 12

Report Cards
See how your kids are doing in school. 

Roosevelt Elementary
School
801 Montana Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-1591
(310) 395-1472
www.roosevelt.smmusd.org

Feb. 27

Get Ready for Spring Planting School
Garden Workshop
8:35 a.m.
What’s going into your garden this year? 

March 6

Walk to School Tuesday
Get out of the car and on foot — or even
perhaps a bike — for the environment.

March 8

PTA Meeting
8:35 p.m.
Perfect opportunity to get involved with
your school community.

March 28

Parent Workshop: Preparing for Testing
6:30 p.m.
Gather in the school’s auditorium to 
learn how to improve your kids’
performance on tests.

Franklin Elementary
School
2400 Montana Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-2199
(310) 828-2814
www.franklin.smmusd.org

March 7
PTA Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Learn about some of the important things
taking place on campus.

March 20
Spring Picture Day
Make sure to look your best for your
portrait.

March 26-29
Spring Book Fair
Great opportunity to expand your literary
horizons. What will you be reading this
spring?

March 28
Open House
K-2 6:30 p.m.
3-5 7 p.m.
Make it a point to make time to find out
first-hand what your kids are up to while
they are at school.

Montana 
Library events

The Montana Branch Library is 
so much more than just a library. 

It offers free Internet access and 
is a meeting place for the 
North of Montana neighborhood. 
The library is located at 
1704 Montana Ave., 
Santa Monica, Ca., 90403. 
For more information, 
call (310) 458-8682.

Here are some of the more interesting
happenings going on at the library in
February and March:

Feb. 25

Library reopens
All day
Come see the changes made to your
neighborhood library. 

Feb. 29

Baby Time
10:15 a.m. — 10:35 a.m.
Story time for babies up to 18 months old.
There will be a second edition of this event
at 11:15 a.m.

March 1

Toddler Time
10 a.m.
Story time for toddlers 18-35 months. 

March 7

Baby Time
10:15 a.m. — 10:35 a.m.
Story time for babies up to 18 months old.
There will be a second edition of this event
at 11:15 a.m.

March 8

In Case You Missed It Film Series: 
‘Larry Crowne’
2 p.m.
Catch Tom Hanks and Julia Roberts in this
romantic comedy for free.

March 13

Preschool Club: Let the Wind Blow
3 p.m. — 3:45 p.m.
Listen to stories about the wind and 
make a windsock. This event is 
designed for kids 2 and up.

March 19

Citywide Movie Screenings: 
‘Murder, My Sweet’
2 p.m.

In this film noir adaptation of 
Raymond Chandler's novel, 
“Farewell, My Lovely,” detective 
Philip Marlowe (Dick Powell) searches for a
two-timing woman, leading him to mayhem
and murder. Followed by a talk with film
scholar Vivian Rosenberg.
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