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Members of the Jones family in a horse drawn cart next to the Reyes adobe house, circa 1900.
The adobe was built in Rancho boca de Santa Monica and was near 7th and Adelaide. 

1920 Santa Monica Pier



By KATE BRANSFIELD

When people ask me what’s 
so special about the 

North of Montana neighborhood, 
I can’t help but think of its
interesting history. 

It has been populated since 
the 1800s and to this day, is home
to a thriving community steeped
in tradition. 

The desire of many to make 
this their home has only grown 
as time has passed. It’s one of 
the reasons I love working in 
this unique enclave.

A look to the past

Since its early days, Santa Monica
has been attracting people from far and
wide to live in this community.

Spanish explorers traveling up the
West Coast in the 1700s are said to be
the first European settlers of the area.
The first settlement was situated near
current day Wilshire Boulevard. It was
they who christened the city with its
name in honor of the feast day of 

St. Monica, the mother of 
St. Augustine. 

The settlement was modest until the
1800s when settlers from back east
began populating the area after the
Mexican-American War. 

Many settled here as the area
around Los Angeles began to grow. 
The steady growth culminated 
in the creation of Santa Monica 
as a city in 1875.

The city was popular in part because
of a wharf connected to the rest of the
region by a railroad.

The city steadily grew with the
neighborhoods we see today beginning
to take shape. The coast was the first
place that saw growth, but as demand
grew, people began to search for new
places to make their homes.

It wasn’t long until Santa Monica
became an entertainment destination
boasting pleasure piers along the sea
that were wildly popular. 

One of those piers — the 
Santa Monica Pier — still stands 
today. It has been a focal point of 
the city since its opening in 1909 
and still is today.

The city continued to expand with

residences popping up across the
landscape. The downtown core was 
the center of civic life, but the city’s
neighborhoods began to develop a
character of their own.

The North of Montana
neighborhood was a popular place for
homeowners looking to build expansive
homes with space to spare. As is the
case today, the area was popular among
families looking to put roots down in
the city by the sea.

It was mostly known as a sleepy
residential area for the first half of the
20th century, but that began to change
after World War II. 

With the influx of veterans and
workers from the city’s bustling

aviation industry coming to the 
city to raise families, shopping 
districts began to grow.

Montana Avenue quickly became a
destination for people looking for
essentials and just to recreate. 

In the years since, the popular
shopping district has become known
for its upscale offerings and 
hometown feel. 

To this day, the neighborhood that
grew up north of Montana Avenue has
remained one of the city’s premiere
destinations for making home. 

About this publication
This publication was produced by local Realtor Kate Bransfield to keep the North of Montana neighborhood 

up to date on some of the more interesting happenings in this unique corner of Santa Monica. 
As a Santa Monican for over 22 years, Kate takes pride in being a part of this vibrant community. 
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North of Montana
Single Family Homes Sold Year To Date - 2011 Compared To 2012

From ALL agents in ALL companies

*To prevent skewing of the numbers, these stats do not include the sale of a property on Adelaide for $11,650,000

A peak into
history

The residence of Robert D. Farquhar on San Vicente Boulevard and Seventh Street. 
The residence is now located at 147 Georgina Avenue, Santa Monica, Ca 90402. 
It is City of Santa Monica Designated Landmark #55. Robert D. Farquhar was the architect.
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North of Montana
school calendar
Lincoln Middle School
1501 California Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-4305
(310) 393-9227
www.lincoln.smmusd.org

March 26
Drama club
3:30 p.m. — 5:30 p.m.
Work on your acting chops 
during this regular meeting.

March 28
PTSA meeting
7 p.m.
Get involved at school, meet 
some of your fellow parents.

March 30
Minimum day
Classes will be let out at 12:50 p.m.

April 2-13
Spring break
There will be no classes during 
this two-week stretch.

April 19
Orchestra concert
7 p.m.
Hear the school’s orchestra in action.

April 24-25
CST testing
Tests will be administered 
over a two-day period.

March 27
End of grading period
Report card grades will be 
finalized on this day.

Roosevelt Elementary
School
801 Montana Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-1591
(310) 395-1472
www.roosevelt.smmusd.org

March 27
Walk to School
Take this opportunity to ditch the car or bus
and head to school on foot or on a bike.

April 2-13
Spring break
There will be no classes 
during this two-week stretch.

April 20
Popcorn Friday
Get a special treat after school.

April 26
PTA meeting
8:30 p.m.
The executive board will be discussing the
district’s budget during this regular meeting.

April 28
Spring auction
Who knows, you may find something 
you like during the school’s special 
auction event to raise funds.

Franklin Elementary
School
2400 Montana Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-2199
(310) 828-2814
www.franklin.smmusd.org

March 26-29
Book fair
For four days, the school will be 
awash in books ready for reading.

March 28
Open house
Grades k-2 will have their spring open house
from 6:30 p.m. — 7:30 p.m. Grades 3-5 will
run from 7 p.m. — 8 p.m.

April 2-13
Spring break
There will be no classes during 
this two-week stretch.

April 19
PTA meeting
8:30 a.m.
This early morning meeting gives parents a
chance to mingle and talk about what’s
happening on campus. 

Montana 
Library events

The Montana Branch Library is so
much more than just a library.

It offers free Internet access 
and is a meeting place for the 
North of Montana neighborhood. 
The library is located at 
1704 Montana Ave., 
Santa Monica, Ca., 90403. 
For more information, 
call (310) 458-8682.

Here are some of the more interesting
happenings going on at the library in
March and April:

March 27

Citywide Reads Kids: Chet Gecko Detective
School
3:45 p.m. — 4:30 p.m.
First, read “Trouble is My Beeswax” then
attend this fun detective school to learn how
to be a super sleuth. Ages 7-10.

March 28

Baby time
10:15 a.m. — 10:35 a.m.
Story time for babies up to 18 months old.
There will be a second edition of this event
at 11:15 a.m.

March 29

Preschool story time
11:15 p.m. — 11:45 p.m.
Join this reading session for little ones ages
3-5.

April 8

Library closed
Take the day to do a little reading at home.

April 11

Books & Bites
5 p.m. — 5:45 p.m.
This monthly book group discussion centers
on the fantasy novel “The Golden Compass.”
Kids grades 5-8 welcome.

April 12

In Case You Missed it Film Series:
‘Exporting Raymond’
2 p.m. — 3:45 p.m.

This hilarious documentary from 2011
follows the creator of the hit show
“Everybody Loves Raymond” as he travels to
Russia in an attempt to adapt the series for
Russian television. 

April 18

Book Group: ‘The Sense of an Ending’
7 p.m.
In Julian Barnes' 2011 Man Booker Prize
winner, a middle-aged man is forced to
contend with a past he’d never given much
thought to. 

April 19

Preschool story time
11:15 p.m. — 11:45 p.m.
Join this reading session for little ones ages
3-5.
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