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By KATE BRANSFIELD

Just another lousy, summer in paradise!
The beach beckons and fortunately for

us, it is just steps or a brief bike ride away
from our North of Montana neighborhood.
Santa Monica State Beach is among the
most picturesque in the world. In fact,
National Geographic recently named it one
of the world’s top 10 beaches. Rest assured,
there is plenty here to keep you coming
back all summer long.

Our beach is adorned by one of
Southern California’s iconic landmarks, the
world famous Santa Monica Pier. The pier
has been home to a movie theater, a
ballroom and even a bowling alley over the
years and endures as the oldest pleasure
pier on the West Coast. Today the pier
features a classic carousel, an arcade,
numerous restaurants and its very own
amusement park complete with a roller
coaster and Ferris wheel that has become a
favorite subject for amateur and
professional photographers alike.

Starting earlier in July and continuing
for the next several weeks over the
summer, Thursday nights on the Santa
Monica Pier feature a rocking good time
during the annual Twilight Concert Series.
This vibrant free series, in its 29th year has
drawn crowds of up to 40,000. The
Twilight Concert Series is continually
distinguished by its diverse lineup of

talented musicians. From Mississippi to
Mexico to Mali from salsa to swing and pop
to punk, the concerts showcase the best in
eclectic music from our area and around
the world.

If fitness is your thing be sure to visit
the Annenberg Community Beach House.
Located North of Montana, the beach
house offers everything from beach
volleyball to open-ocean swimming
lessons.

Below is a closer look at summer fun in
the city by the sea:

Rockin’ by the bay
The temperatures are rising, the days are

longer and the music has returned to the
Santa Monica Bay. The Twilight Concert
Series is back for its 29th year with as
eclectic a lineup as ever before.

When crowds flock to the historic Santa
Monica Pier for this annual Westside
tradition they will find a stage inhabited by a
wide-ranging lineup that spans everything
from indie pop to Latin rhythms to the
sounds of New Orleans.

For the next 7 weeks this summer, the
pier will be the center of activity in Santa
Monica. Come down to the beach, enjoy
some music and keep on dancing.

For more information about this year’s
Twilight Concert Series, 
visit: twilightseries.org.

2012 Twilight Concert Series schedule

• July 26: Organic jam rocker Jackie Greene

• Aug. 2: Australian country singer-
songwriter Kasey Chambers

• Aug. 9: PARADE Collective — 
Jam sessions featuring musicians from
Cirque du Soleil

• Aug. 16: African rock from Mali’s Amadou
& Mariam paired with Portland
Scenestealers Y La Bamba

• Aug. 23: Cuban singer-songwriter 
Alex Cuba and the salsa dance sounds of
Lucky 7 Mambo

• Aug. 30: New Orleans’ 
Hot 8 Brass Band and Louisiana funk 
band The Gumbo Brothers

• Sept. 6: Southern California Indie breakout
act Best Coast

* All shows begin at 7 p.m.

Day at the beach 
The Annenberg Community Beach

House at Santa Monica State Beach is a new
public facility located on 5 acres of
oceanfront property. The beach house story
is one of evolution from private to public,

starting with the development of the
property at 415 Pacific Coast Highway as an
opulent private estate in the 1920s. The site
opened to the public as the Annenberg
Community Beach House on April 25, 2009. 

The beach house combines elements of the
historic Marion Davies Estate with new
amenities to create a unique community
destination that’s open to all — no
membership required. With spectacular views,
a splash pad, children’s play area, art gallery,
historic pool and the Marion Davies Guest
House there’s something for everyone to enjoy. 

This summer, the beach house has made
fitness  a central theme, with stand-up
paddle boarding added to its lineup of
vigorous activities. An expert will take you
out on the waves to show you why the sport
has been growing in popularity the past
couple of years. Who knows, you may even
learn enough skills to enter the annual
paddle board race at the Santa Monica Pier. 

If you’re a brave soul, you may want to
sign-up for open-ocean swimming lessons.
There’s no need to fear the deep with the
help of these instructors. The beach house is
even available for private events. Its lavish
surroundings would be the perfect place for
your next soiree. For more information,
visit: beachhouse.smgov.net.

About this publication
This publication was produced by local Realtor Kate Bransfield to keep the North of Montana neighborhood 

up to date on some of the more interesting happenings in this unique corner of Santa Monica. 
As a Santa Monican for over 23 years, Kate takes pride in being a part of this vibrant community. 
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Annenberg
Community 
Beach House
calendar

Nestled on the beach North of
Montana, the Annenberg

Community Beach House is becoming
one of the more popular attractions 
for locals in Santa Monica.

It kicks into full swing during summer
with activities for young and old.

Below is a sampling of what’s 
coming up at the Beach House 
in June and July:

July 21
Stand-up Paddle boarding
9 a.m. — 10:30 a.m.
The Beach House is offering a new class
teaching the ins and outs of paddle
boarding. For ages 10 and up. 

July 22
Guest House Docent Tours
11 a.m.
Explore the rich history of the Beach House
with a Santa Monica Conservancy docent.
Tours are free. Call (310) 458-4904 for more
information. 

July 23
Dollar Splash Monday
10 a.m. — 8 p.m.
Pool admission is only $1. Pool passes go on
sale beginning at 9:30 a.m. 

July 24
Adult Beach Volleyball
6 p.m.
Co-ed classes available to all skill levels. 

July 28
Rec Room
11 a.m. — 2 p.m.
The Sand & Sea Rec Room is new this
summer. Play a game, read a book or enjoy
the ocean view.

July 29
Yoga Buddies
9 a.m.
Yoga Buddies students learn yoga, strength
poses and peaceful breathing. Ages 5-11.

July 31
Beach=Culture: Photography Workshop
7:20 p.m.
Learn to improve your outdoor photography
skills during this full day of activities. The
day begins with an artist presentation by
Lita Albuquerque, Bruria Finkel and Chris
Garland.

The Beach House is located at 
415 Pacific Coast Highway, Ca., 90402.

Kate's
recommendations
Please visit the website of this 
Santa Monica psychologist:

Inessa Manevich, Ph.D.
1150 Yale Street, Suite 2
Santa Monica, CA 90403

www.drinessamanevich.com
dr.imanevich@gmail.com

310.804.6339

Dr. Manevich attended the University of

Pennsylvania as an undergraduate and attained

her graduate degrees in clinical psychology from

Columbia University. 

Dr. Manevich specializes in showing

individuals how to reach their full potential, by

helping people recognize the areas of their lives in

which they feel stuck, and work toward achieving

their own definition of success. 

She works with individuals, couples, families

and adolescents who are struggling with various

life's difficulties. 

Montana 
Library events

The Montana Branch Library is so
much more than just a library.

It offers free Internet access 
and is a meeting place for the 
North of Montana neighborhood. 

Below are some of the more interesting
happenings going on at the library in
June and July:

July 19
Toddler Story Time
10 a.m.
Story time series for 18-35 month olds.

July 21
Paws to Read
2 p.m. — 3 p.m.
Come practice your reading skills and read
to a therapy dog from Paws 4 Healing. Sign-
up in advance for a 15 minute period. You
may sign up for multiple sessions, but only
two in the first three weeks.

July 24
Summer Reading Program: Dream Big
2:30 p.m.
Stories about the stars, moon and sun with a
craft afterwards. Ages 3 and up.

July 24
In Case You Missed It Summer Film Series:
‘The Future’
6:30 p.m.
Screening of “The Future.” In this whimsical
comedy from 2011, a thirtysomething couple
decide to adopt a stray cat, which drastically
changes their perspective on life.

July 25
Baby Time
10:15 a.m.
Story time series for babies 0-17 months old.
This special series runs through Aug. 15.

July 26
Toddler Story Time
10 a.m.
Story time series for 18-35 month olds.

July 27
Friday Fun
2:30 p.m.
Come and decorate a crown to wear home.
Ages 3 and up.

July 28
Paws to Read
2 p.m. — 3 p.m.
Come practice your reading skills and read
to a therapy dog from Paws 4 Healing. Sign-
up in advance for a 15 minute period. You
may sign up for multiple sessions, but only
two in the first three weeks.

July 30
Teen Craft Program: Teeny Tin Candles
2:30 p.m.
Decorate a tin with patterned duct tape and
fill it with wax to create a teeny candle
inside. Grades 6th-12th.

July 31
In Case You Missed It Summer Film Series:
‘Everything Must Go’
6:30 p.m.
Screening of “Everything Must Go” from
2010. Based on a Raymond Carver short
story, a salesman (Will Ferrell) loses his wife
and job in a single day. 

Aug. 7
Summer Reading Program: Party!
2:30 p.m.
Come for stories and fun. All ages invited.

Aug. 8
Baby Time
10:15 a.m.
Story time series for babies 0-17 months old.
This special series runs through Aug. 15.

The library is located at 
1704 Montana Ave., 
Santa Monica, Ca., 90403. 
For more information, 
call (310) 458-8682.
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