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By KATE BRANSFIELD

When it comes to interior decorating,
it’s hard to dispense advice. Some

people like a modern open feel with sharp
lines, others the more traditional route.

That’s why I like to show people how
to look for ideas and motifs rather than
impose my personal tastes. 

Fortunately, these days you can start
the process from the comfort of your
home. Figuring out the look that you like
by doing some virtual window shopping
on the web is a great way to get going.
There are sites for any taste. In addition
to retail websites, there are blogs, online
magazines and social media that can all
be tapped into to dream up something
special for your living space. Fortunately
Santa Monica boasts a number of the
establishments you'll find on the web in
brick and mortar form, so once you get a
feel for what you like you need only
venture a few blocks to check it out in
person. 

Here’s a list of just a few that I think
have a lot to offer. Remember, take your
time and always aim to please yourself
and your family when making your
choices.

BoConcept
www.boconcept.us

With a convenient location on 4th and
Santa Monica Blvd, this is an ideal place to
start. If you like something you can have any
items shipped to the Downtown Santa Monica
showroom for delivery. 

Inspired by urban Danish design, many of
their items are very forward thinking with
simple, sleek lines. It’s hard not to be inspired
by BoConcept’s 60 years of experience.

CB2
www.cb2.com

CB2 is a community of designers — and
those who admire them — that seeks modern
home design that’s clever and in the moment.
Specializing in spare and simple designs, CB2
offers a little of everything. 

It’s the kind of place where you can find
anything from whimsical glassware to classic
chic. 

If you’re inspired by what you see, stop by
CB2’s Santa Monica Place location to get a
closer look at what they have to offer.

The site even has an idea central that pairs
some of their more interesting items together
to help you envision the possibilities.

Material Girls
materialgirlsblog.com/losangeles

Material Girls is billed as a one-of-a-kind
interior design blog that features tips and
advice from real designers.

A spin around their Los Angeles blog
illustrates the amount of knowledge this site
tries to fit in one place. There are tips on where
to shop, how to shop and even why to shop.

Site visitors also play a roll in creating the
site, keeping it flush with new ideas and
advice.

Material Girls also has blogs focusing on
cities across the country including Dallas, New
York and Chicago. It’s a great way to be
exposed to a wide range of design
philosophies and sensibilities.

Design Within Reach
www.dwr.com

Conveniently located in Downtown Santa
Monica, Design Within Reach’s style seems
part ‘50s hip and part modern simplicity. 

The breadth of what they offer is
impressive. They carry everything from
outdoor goods to lighting and rugs. 

There’s even a blog that riffs on what’s new
and what’s hip again. 

One of the more useful tools on the site is
a 3-D room planner. You can upload your
floor plan, start from scratch or begin with a
furnished room. The choices are endless.

About this publication
This publication was produced by local Realtor Kate Bransfield to keep the North of Montana neighborhood 

up to date on some of the more interesting happenings in this unique corner of Santa Monica. 
As a Santa Monican for over 23 years, Kate takes pride in being a part of this vibrant community. 
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North of Montana
school calendar
Lincoln Middle School
1501 California Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-4305
(310) 393-9227
www.lincoln.smmusd.org

Sept. 26
No school.

Oct. 3
Bike It/Walk It Day
Ditch the car and head to school on two
wheels or two feet. 

Oct. 4
Coffee with the Principal
8:45 a.m.
Spend a little face time with your principal.

Oct. 11
PTSA Meeting
8:30 p.m.
This is a great opportunity to get a peek at
the inner workings of your school.

Oct. 26
Halloween Carnival
5 p.m. — 8 p.m.
Boo! Come down for an evening 
of spooky fun.

Roosevelt Elementary School
801 Montana Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-1591
(310) 395-1472
www.roosevelt.smmusd.org

Sept. 26
No school.

Oct. 3
Bike It/Walk It Day
Ditch the car and head to school on two
wheels or two feet. 

Oct. 3
PTA Meeting
7 p.m.
Find out what’s going on at your campus.

Oct. 9
Picture Day
Remember to look your best for your
portrait.

Oct. 18
The Great Shake Out
10:20 a.m.
Take part in a state-wide earthquake drill.

Franklin Elementary School
2400 Montana Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-2199
(310) 828-2814
www.franklin.smmusd.org

Sept. 26
No school.

Oct. 3
Bike It/Walk It Day
Ditch the car and head to school on two
wheels or two feet. 

Oct. 5
Picture Day
Be sure to look your best for your picture.

Oct. 12
Fall Picnic

5 p.m. — 7 p.m.
Come together for a nice meal and a great
opportunity to meet other students and
parents at your school.

Oct. 27
Franklin Carnival
10 a.m. — 4 p.m.
Celebrate your school during this fun annual
carnival. With Halloween around the corner,
expect a few spooky surprises. 

Kate's
recommendations
Please visit the website of this 
Santa Monica psychologist:

Inessa Manevich, Ph.D.
1150 Yale Street, Suite 2
Santa Monica, CA 90403

www.drinessamanevich.com
dr.imanevich@gmail.com

310.804.6339

Dr. Manevich attended the University of

Pennsylvania as an undergraduate and attained

her graduate degrees in clinical psychology from

Columbia University. 

Dr. Manevich specializes in showing

individuals how to reach their full potential, by

helping people recognize the areas of their lives in

which they feel stuck, and work toward achieving

their own definition of success. 

She works with individuals, couples, families

and adolescents who are struggling with various

life's difficulties. 

Montana 
Library events

The Montana Branch Library is so
much more than just a library.

It offers free Internet access 
and is a meeting place for the 
North of Montana neighborhood. 

Sept. 26
Baby Time
10:15 a.m.
Story time series for babies 0-17 months old.
This special series runs through Oct. 17.

Sept. 27
Toddler Story Time
10 a.m.
Story time series for 18-35 month olds.

Sept. 27
In Case You Missed it Film Series: ‘One Day’
2 p.m. — 3:45 p.m.
After a single day together, a couple begins a
friendship that lasts a lifetime. “One Day”
stars Anne Hathaway and Jim Sturges.

Oct. 3
Baby Time
10:15 a.m.
Story time series for babies 0-17 months old.
This special series runs through Oct. 17.

Oct. 4
Toddler Story Time
10 a.m.
Story time series for 18-35 month olds.

Oct. 8
All Santa Monica libraries closed.

Oct. 9
Preschool Club: Pirates
3 p.m.
Aaargh — listen to pirate stories and make
your own pirate. Ages 2-5.

Oct. 12
Friday Fun: Make a Scarecrow
3:45 p.m.
It's fall — scare away those pesky crows.
Ages 3 and up.

Oct. 17
Tween Scene: Make a Graveyard Cake
4 p.m.
It's Teen Read Week! Celebrate by creating a
graveyard cake to eat. Ages 10 up.

The library is located at 
1704 Montana Ave., 
Santa Monica, Ca., 90403. 
For more information, 
call (310) 458-8682.
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