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By KATE BRANSFIELD

The chilly days of winter are almost over
and the warmth of spring is nearly upon

us. This gives homeowners the opportunity
to consider what to do in the garden.

Whether a total landscape redesign or
just a little in-fill with flowers, the sunny
days of spring are the perfect time to put in
a little work.

The mild climate and extended hours of
sun provide newly planted and landscaped
yards an ideal growing environment to
thrive before the warmer temperatures of
summer set in.

The North of Montana neighborhood has
a few aspects that should be considered
when planning landscaping. While in
Southern California with its notably warm
environs, its proximity to the beach creates
special circumstances and a micro-climate
that needs to be taken into account when
planning.

Fortunately, there are garden 
centers and landscape professionals in 
Santa Monica who know the area and have a
wealth of knowledge that will make your
yards thrive.

Here are some of the best local resources
that I recommend:

Leaf and Petal Company
302 Colorado Ave.
(310) 393-2400
www.theleafandpetal.com

If couture is your thing when it comes to
landscaping, Leaf and Petal Company is the
best choice in town.

Specializing in succulents (which are
ideal for our climate) and water features,
everything they stock is imbued with class. 

Located just blocks from the 
Santa Monica Pier, in the heart of
Downtown Santa Monica, it’s a must visit
for any homeowner with a green thumb.

Armstrong Garden Center
3232 Wilshire Blvd.
(310) 829-6766
www.armstronggarden.com

Though not quite Home Depot, regional
chain Armstrong Garden Center is more of a
one-stop-shop type of nursery.

Unlike Leaf and Petal Company,
Armstrong’s offers a wide range of plants
including trees, ornamental grasses and
even some indoor selections.

It’s large enough to find what you need,
but not so overwhelming that you’ll get lost
between the garden tools and the fruit trees.

Merrihew's Sunset Gardens 
1526 Ocean Park Blvd.
(310) 452-1051

If Santa Monica charm is your forte,
Merrihew’s Sunset Gardens is spot-on.

They offer customers a personal feel and
specialize in plants that thrive in a seaside
environment. 

A quick glance at online reviews alone
tells you what the neighborhood thinks of
them.

A common theme of the testimony of
Merrihew’s faithful is customer service and
knowledge of the area.

Tucked away on Ocean Park Boulevard,
this is a great place to get lost for the
afternoon dreaming of the possibilities.

Bourget Brothers
1636 11th St.
(310) 450-6556
www.bourgetbros.com

Once you’ve figured out what plants
you’d like in your landscape the next thing
to consider are the more permanent
features.

Bourget Brothers on 11th Street are
hardscape specialists who carry everything
from pavers to high-end finishes.

Being a family-run business, it’s not
unusual to see John Bourget helping
customers with their design plans.

Their inventory is robust enough to
handle everything from walking paths to
patios to raised planters. 

About this publication
This publication was produced by local Realtor Kate Bransfield to keep the North of Montana neighborhood 

up to date on some of the more interesting happenings in this unique corner of Santa Monica. 
As a Santa Monican for over 23 years, Kate takes pride in being a part of this vibrant community. 
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North of Montana
school calendar

Lincoln Middle School
1501 California Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-4305
(310) 393-9227
www.lincoln.smmusd.org

March 12
Jogathon

All day

Students will test their endurance while they

raise money for school.

March 22
Minimum Day

All students will be dismissed at 12:50 p.m.

March 25 — April 5
Spring Break

School will be out for two weeks for Spring

Break. Classes resume on April 8.

Roosevelt Elementary
School
801 Montana Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-1591
(310) 395-1472
www.roosevelt.smmusd.org

March 1
Talent Show

Call for time

Students strut their stuff and show off their

talents during this fun day of entertainment.

March 7
Parent Workshop: Preparing for Testing

8:35 a.m.

Learn some of the techniques your children

can do to improve their test scores.

March 25 — April 5
Spring Break

School will be out for two weeks for Spring

Break. Classes resume on April 8.

Franklin Elementary
School
2400 Montana Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-2199
(310) 828-2814
www.franklin.smmusd.org

March 8
Picture Day

Wear your best threads and remember to

brush your hair for picture day.

March 13
PTA Meeting

6:30 p.m.

Take the opportunity to learn what’s

happening on your campus during this

regular meeting.

March 18-21
Book Fair

The fair is a great opportunity to expose

your children to literature.

March 25 — April 5
Spring Break

School will be out for two weeks for Spring

Break. Classes resume on April 8.

Kate's
recommendations
Please visit the website of this 
Santa Monica psychologist:

Inessa Manevich, Ph.D.
1150 Yale Street, Suite 2
Santa Monica, CA 90403

www.drinessamanevich.com
dr.imanevich@gmail.com

310.804.6339

Dr. Manevich attended the University of

Pennsylvania as an undergraduate and attained

her graduate degrees in clinical psychology from

Columbia University. 

Dr. Manevich specializes in showing

individuals how to reach their full potential, by

helping people recognize the areas of their lives in

which they feel stuck, and work toward achieving

their own definition of success. 

She works with individuals, couples, families

and adolescents who are struggling with various

life's difficulties. 

Montana 
Library events

The Montana Branch Library is so
much more than just a library.

It offers free Internet access 
and is a meeting place for the 
North of Montana neighborhood. 

Feb. 28
Classic Film and Discussion Series: ‘His Girl
Friday’ 
2 p.m.

Cary Grant stars in “His Girl Friday” as an
editor in who tries to prevent his ace
reporter who’s also his ex-wife (Rosalind
Russell) from retiring to marry in this
screwball comedy with famously fast-paced
dialogue. Followed by a talk with film
scholar Vivian Rosenberg.

March 5
Laughter Yoga
7 p.m.
Come get the endorphins flowing. Library
staff will guide participants through gentle
movements, stretching, clapping, breathing
techniques, as well as laughter meditation
and guided relaxation.

March 6
Toddler Story Time
10 a.m.
Spend the morning hearing stories that
appeal to toddlers up to 35 months. 

March 12
Preschool Club: St. Patrick's Day 
3 p.m.
Celebrate St. Patrick's Day with stories and a
craft. Ages 2-5 years.

March 13
Baby Story Time
10:15 a.m.
Enjoy stories selected for babies up to 17 months.

March 16
Lego Club
3 p.m.
Come have fun with Legos and build
something amazing. Ages 4 and up.

The library is located at 
1704 Montana Ave., 
Santa Monica, Ca., 90403. 
For more information, 
call (310) 458-8682.
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