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By KATE BRANSFIELD

Santa Monica is quickly becoming one of
the greenest cities in America.
Our environmentally-friendly lifestyles

have helped transform the city into a leader
in sustainable practices and the city has
myriad programs and information available
to help local homeowners add value to their
properties by going green.

The Office of Sustainability and the
Environment has become the hub for locals
interested in taking on the cause. The office’s
website is filled with information ranging
from buying green to slashing energy uses all
in an effort to preserve the planet.

Here are just a few ways you can makeover
your home into a sustainable wonder.

Solar Santa Monica
Solar Santa Monica’s goal is to provide

support to residents and businesses who are
planning on investing in solar power
technology. There are many complex issues
surrounding solar installations such as
calculating return on investment, grid-
interaction (net-metering), incentives, and
building permits. Soon after electricity usage
history is provided to a solar installer, they
can design an appropriately sized system
and present the return on investment
assumptions. Installers also have dedicated
staff to assist with the paperwork associated
with tying into the grid, filing for incentives
and applying for permits with the city’s
various departments. Solar Santa Monica
recommends getting proposals from three
reputable installers. Once you do, contact
the city for assistance comparing proposals.

For more information, visit
www.smgov.net/departments/ose.

Principles of sustainable landscaping

A sustainable landscape is based upon a
unique set of design principles. A well
thought out, resource efficient design will
reduce maintenance costs by working in
concert with natural cycles instead of
against them as well as enhance property
value adding not only a sustainability
feature to any home but also an ascetically
pleasing setting, teeming with local flora.
Below are the core set of sustainable
landscape design principles: 

• Minimize Impacts on Air, Water, & Fossil Fuels
• Reduce Pesticide & Chemical Use
• Recycle Materials On-Site
• Source Green Building Materials
• Choose Climate Appropriate Plants
• Use Mulch and Control Weeds
• Create Habitat
• Use Benign Treatments for Pests and Plant Disease
• Plant Edibles
• Consider Plant Placement and Scale
• Prepare the Soil Properly
• Integrate Rain Water Recovery Strategies
• Install Water-Efficient Irrigation

The Office of Sustainability and the
Environment has all the resources you need
to begin your sustainable landscaping
project including a list of professionals to
take the heavy lifting and heavy planting off
your plate, visit them at,
www.smgov.net/departments/ose. 

Hazardous Materials Home Collection
Now household hazardous materials can

be safely and conveniently collected from
your home. This service is provided on a free
and unlimited basis to residents in Santa
Monica by the Office of Sustainability and
the Environment. Collection dates are
typically 10-14 days after sign-up.

To order a collection, call (800) 449-7587.
You’ll receive a collection kit complete

with instructions, pre-printed labels for
unmarked product containers, a heavy
gauge plastic bag, a plastic zip tie for closing
the bag and a survey card with a self-
addressed, stamped envelope. Once you’ve
scheduled your home pick-up, there are just
a few things left to do. Residents do not
have to be home on collection day.

To prepare for collection

STEP 1: Gather, inspect and label all
materials for collection.

STEP 2: Place empty heavy gauge plastic bag
provided at doorstep or designated collection
location. Do not obstruct or block the common
path in apartments or condominiums.

STEP 3: Place accepted materials inside the
bag in an upright position.

STEP 4: Secure the bag with the plastic tie
provided.

STEP 5: Place car batteries, fluorescent light
tubes & electronic waste outside the bag.

STEP 6: Complete and return the survey
form.

— Source: City of Santa Monica
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North of Montana
school calendar

Lincoln Middle School
1501 California Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-4305
(310) 393-9227
www.lincoln.smmusd.org

May 3 
Minimum Day
All classes let out at 12:50 p.m.

May 3
Lincoln’s Got Talent
Student talent show.

May 9
PTSA Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Great time to find out what’s happening on
campus.

May 16
Coffee with the Principal
8:45 a.m.
Spend some time with our principal and
take a tour of the new facilities.

May 19
Pirates of Penzence
2 p.m.
A performance of this classic production.

May 20-24
Book Fair
Take the time to find something to read and
explore your imagination.

May 23
Minimum Day
All classes are let out at 12:50 p.m.

May 27
Memorial Day
No school for the holiday.

Roosevelt Elementary
School
801 Montana Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-1591
(310) 395-1472
www.roosevelt.smmusd.org

May 7
Teacher Appreciation Day
Remember to tell your teachers what they
mean to you.

May 8
Bike It/Walk It Day
Ditch the car and head to school on foot or
bike.

May 19
Science Fair
11 a.m.
Students get the chance to showcase their
scientific prowess.

May 27
Memorial Day
No school for the holiday.

Franklin Elementary
School
2400 Montana Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-2199
(310) 828-2814
www.franklin.smmusd.org

May 4
Parent Party
This is a great opportunity to meet other
parents. The festivities include a live auction.

May 16
PTA Meeting
8:30 a.m.
Get the latest on what’s happening at school.

May 21
Staff Appreciation Lunch
The school will take a little time out to
honor its staff.

May 23
Parent Volunteer Breakfast
A little something special for those parents
who give their time.

May 24
Minimum Day
Grades 1-5 will be released at 1:30 p.m.

May 27
Memorial Day
No school for the holiday.

Kate's
recommendations
Please visit the website of this 
Santa Monica psychologist:

Inessa Manevich, Ph.D.
1150 Yale Street, Suite 2
Santa Monica, CA 90403

www.drinessamanevich.com
dr.imanevich@gmail.com

310.804.6339

Dr. Manevich attended the University of

Pennsylvania as an undergraduate and attained

her graduate degrees in clinical psychology from

Columbia University. 

Dr. Manevich specializes in showing

individuals how to reach their full potential, by

helping people recognize the areas of their lives in

which they feel stuck, and work toward achieving

their own definition of success. 

She works with individuals, couples, families

and adolescents who are struggling with various

life's difficulties. 

Montana 
Library events

The Montana Branch Library is so
much more than just a library. It

offers free Internet access and is a
meeting place for the North of
Montana neighborhood. The library 
is located at 1704 Montana Ave., 
Santa Monica, Ca., 90403. 
For more information, 
call (310) 458-8682. 

May 1
Baby Story Time
10:15 a.m.
Enjoy stories selected for babies up to 17 months.
This event takes place every Wednesday.

May 2
In Case You Missed it Film Series” ‘Trouble
with the Curve’
2 p.m.
An ailing baseball scout takes his daughter
along for one last recruiting trip. Starring
Clint Eastwood, Amy Adams, and Justin
Timberlake.

May 4
Family Scrapbook Workshop
2 p.m.
Bring the whole family to create scrapbooks
with artist Debra Disman. All ages.

May 7
Books for Cooks with Kitchen Kid
4 p.m.
Enjoy a story and cooking class with L.A.'s
premier cooking school for kids. Ages 4-8.
Space is limited to 15 kids.

May 9
Classic Film and Discussion Series: ‘The
Bitter Tea of General Yen’
2 p.m.
In this early Frank Capra film, an American
missionary (Barbara Stanwyck) falls in love
with a Chinese warlord.

May 14
Laughter Yoga
7 p.m.
Come get the endorphins flowing! We’ll be
laughing, stretching gently, clapping,
breathing, and relaxing. 
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