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By KATE BRANSFIELD

With seven locations scattered across town, the Boys &
Girls Clubs of Santa Monica exemplify what’s good

about our community.
Their programs are designed to reach deeper into the

lives of the youth they serve by providing enriching activities
and positive guidance. 

The clubs are more than just an after-school hangout. On
any given day, members could be treated to a cooking
demonstration from a renowned chef, witness the creation
of a mural by an internationally known street artist or even a
visit from a sports legend like the Lakers’ Michael Cooper.

With doors open to all, the ultimate goal of the clubs is to
prepare kids for what’s to come in life. Be that preparing for
college or just becoming a better citizen, it’s all about
building character.

To accomplish this, the clubs partner with local
organizations like Santa Monica College and the Santa
Monica Police Activities League (PAL) to give their offerings
more depth and meaning. 

The partnership with PAL furthers the clubs’ cultural
mission. Programs like Kids with Cameras, which sends club
members out into the community to capture what they see, gives
them the chance to learn more about Santa Monica’s diversity.

By linking up with SMC, the Rise Above the Pressure
initiative provides members with an idea of what to expect
when they enter college. The youth are introduced to the
curriculum that they will experience as college students.
They even show the kids around campus to give them a real-
world view of what awaits.

I’m a strong believer in empowering our youth to be the
best they can be, both for themselves and for the community,
and that’s why I’m more than happy to help any way I can.

Each year, I am a sponsor of the annual Auction & Dinner,
which raises much-needed funds for the clubs. This year’s event
will be held at the Fairmont Miramar Hotel on Friday, Nov. 1.

Hundreds will be in attendance as the clubs showcase thier
work and commitment to making this community a better
place through thier support of the academic, cultural, athletic
and social development of the youth in our community.
Proceeds from the event go directly toward supporting myraid
programs provided by the clubs for it's members. The clubs
never turn away any youth wishing to particiapte and the
auction as the biggest fundraiser of the year for the
organization plays a big role in supporting those efforts. 

As part of my commitment to the clubs, I’m also a
member of the committee that selects the Youth of the Year,
an honor bestowed on a member who has demonstrated
leadership, academic success and personal development. It's
a heart wrenching job to pick just one of the club members

for this honor, but I'm so touched to be a pert of the process.
To hear the stories of what these young people have
overcome in thier personal and academic lives and how the
clubs have helped them do that is a truly transformative
experience. Thier stories inspire and impress me! 

Last year’s winner, Gretchen Galanis, served as an active
participant in the clubs’ service opportunities. A highlight of
her service came in Liverpool, England where she built
homes with Habitat for Humanity, a nonprofit that focuses
on affordable housing. Gretchen overcame a number of
challenges in her life and yet her capacity to give back has
been remarkable. Gretchen took the first paycheck she
recieved after she began working at the club and donated
half of it to charity. This fall Gretchen is a new member of
the Bruin family, having proudly enrolled at UCLA! 

The Boys and Girls Clubs of Santa Monica mean the
world to me and I hope I’ve inspired you to be a part of thier
great mission. 

For more information, visit www.smbgc.org.

About this publication
This publication was produced by local Realtor Kate Bransfield to keep the North of Montana neighborhood 

up to date on some of the more interesting happenings in this unique corner of Santa Monica. 
As a Santa Monican for over 23 years, Kate takes pride in being a part of this vibrant community. 

| Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage  | 1608 Montana Avenue  | Santa Monica, CA 90403

310.395.1133 | Kate@NorthOfMontana.com | www.NorthOfMontana.com

Boys & Girls Clubs of Santa Monica,
a community treasure

North of Montana
Single Family Homes Sold June, July & August 2012 Compared with June, July & August 2013

From ALL agents in ALL companies 

“Our mission is to inspire and enable
all young people, especially 

those who need us most, to realize 
their full potential as caring, 

responsible and productive citizens.”— Boys & Girls Clubs of Santa Monica
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North of Montana
school calendar

Lincoln Middle School
1501 California Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-4305
(310) 393-9227
www.lincoln.smmusd.org

Sept. 27
Back-to-School Picnic
4:30 p.m. — 6:30 p.m.
Lincoln Field hosts this annual picnic that
gives students, parents and faculty a chance
to get to know each other. 

Oct. 3
Coffee with the Principal
8:45 a.m.
Gather in the school’s cafeteria to chat with
Lincoln’s principal.

Oct. 7-11
Bike It/Walk It Week
Ditch the car and get to school on foot or on
wheels. It’s a great opportunity to do your
part for the environment.

Oct. 10
PTSA Meeting
6:30 p.m.
The Parent Teacher Student Association
holds a regular meeting.

Oct. 25
Halloween Carnival
5 p.m. — 8 p.m.
Current Lincoln students and their parents
are invited to celebrate Halloween complete
with food, fun and scares.

Roosevelt Elementary
School
801 Montana Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-1591
(310) 395-1472
www.roosevelt.smmusd.org

Oct. 1
Bike It/Walk It Day
Ditch the car and use people power to get to
school.

Oct. 3
PTA General Meeting
8:35 a.m.
The Parent Teacher Association will be
discussing literacy during this regular
meeting.

Oct. 18 
Picture Day
Remember to look sharp for your portrait. 

Oct. 30
No School
Parent conferences instead of class.

Oct. 31
Minimum Day
School will be let out early for the annual
Halloween Parade, which begins at 12:40
p.m.

Nov. 11
No School
Class is out of session for Veterans Day.

Franklin Elementary
School
2400 Montana Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-2199
(310) 828-2814
www.franklin.smmusd.org

Sept. 26
New Parent Party
Get acquainted with your new school with
fellow parents.

Oct. 3
PTA Meeting
8:30 a.m.

The Parent Teacher Association meets to
discuss campus happenings. It’s a great
opportunity to meet other parents and to get
involved.

Oct. 10
Fall Picture Day
Remember to comb your hair for pictures.

Oct. 11
Fall Picnic
5 p.m. — 7 p.m.
Bring a lunch, make new friends during this
annual rite of passage.

Oct. 16
Reflections Chalk Party
1:30 p.m.
Discover the artist in you for this special
event.

Oct. 26
Franklin Carnival
10 a.m. — 4 p.m.
Bring out the family for a day of fun.

Oct. 28-29
Early Dismissal
Kindergartners get out of class at 11:30 a.m.

Oct. 30 
No School
Parent-teacher conferences.

Kate's
recommendations
Please visit the website of this 
Santa Monica psychologist:

Inessa Manevich, Ph.D.
1150 Yale Street, Suite 2
Santa Monica, CA 90403

www.drinessamanevich.com
dr.imanevich@gmail.com

310.804.6339

Dr. Manevich attended the University of

Pennsylvania as an undergraduate and attained

her graduate degrees in clinical psychology from

Columbia University. 

Dr. Manevich specializes in showing

individuals how to reach their full potential, by

helping people recognize the areas of their lives in

which they feel stuck, and work toward achieving

their own definition of success. 

She works with individuals, couples, families

and adolescents who are struggling with various

life's difficulties. 

Montana 
Library events
Sept. 26
Preschool Story Time
11:15 a.m.
Story time series for 3-5 year olds.

Oct. 2
Mindful Meditation
6 p.m.
The library invites you to enjoy a pause in the day in
which to refresh yourself by simply sitting and
paying attention to your senses, feelings, and
thoughts. You are welcome to stay for five minutes or
for the entire 30 minutes. Natalie Bell, Mindful
Wellness consultant, will guide the session.

Oct. 3
Author Speaks
7 p.m.
Charles Freericks, Santa Monica resident and former
television development executive, will read from and
discuss his comic memoir, “My Imaginary Friend
Was Too Cool to Hang Out with Me.”

Oct. 8
Preschool Club: Pumpkins
3 p.m.
What is round and orange? A pumpkin! Visit the
library for stories and a craft. Ages 2-5.

Oct. 8
Laughter Yoga
7 p.m.
Get the endorphins flowing! The group will be
laughing, stretching gently, clapping, breathing, and
relaxing. Join the fun.

Oct. 9 
Mystery Book Club: ‘The Castle of Otranto’
7 p.m.
Discussion of Horace Walpole's great Gothic novel —
a thrilling tale abounding in suspense and
supernatural occurrences.

Oct. 16
Playwriting Workshop 
1 p.m. 
This four-week workshop focuses on the basic
elements of playwriting. Learn dramatic structure
and engage in the creative process with instructor
Anna Stramese.

Oct. 19
Lego Club
3 p.m. 
Come have fun with Legos and build something
amazing. Board games will also be available. Ages 4
and up.

Oct. 22
Evening Film Series: ‘Promised Land’
6:30 p.m.
Director Gus Van Sant’s star-studded take on
fracking in small-town America.

Oct. 31
Trick or Treat
All day
Come in costume to any Santa Monica library during
open hours on Halloween and receive a spooky prize!
For kids and teens only, while supplies last.

The Montana Branch Library is so much more
than just a library. It offers free Internet access

and  is a meeting place for the North of Montana
neighborhood.  The library is located at 1704
Montana Ave., Santa Monica, Ca., 90403. 
For more information, call (310) 458-8682. 


