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By KATE BRANSFIELD

Now that Thanksgiving and
the holiday season is upon

us, I can’t help but reflect on what
I’m thankful for.

I am truly grateful that my real
estate business has flourished to
the point that it enables me to
sponsor wonderful and worthy
causes.

In the decades that I have
lived and run my business in
Santa Monica, I’ve come to
realize that it takes giving back to
make a community truly special.

Whether it’s my support for
the Santa Monica Boys & Girls
Clubs and their recent auction
and dinner that raised $500,000
or throwing out the first pitch on
opening day for the Santa
Monica Little League, 

I’m proud to help.
Also key to a thriving

community are our public
schools.

We’re blessed to have Franklin
and Roosevelt elementary
schools and Lincoln Middle
School right in our back yard to
give our kids the best education
possible.

Santa Monica schools are
consistently ranked among 
the best in the state, an
accomplishment that doesn’t 
go without notice.

So, when you’re sitting 
with your family and friends
breaking bread for the holiday,
take time to tell each other
exactly what you’re thankful for.
It’s become a tradition in 
my home and I hope it 
becomes one for you.

The holidays are here again and nowhere
is that more apparent than

Montana Avenue, where locals are preparing
to hold our annual Montana Avenue Holiday
Walk on Dec. 6.

Storeowners in one of Santa Monica’s
unique shopping districts are wrapping
presents and striking up the bands to make
this year’s walk the most fun and festive yet.

Stop by my office at 1608 Montana Ave.
to get a picture with Santa; and don’t forget
to tell him your wish list.

Between 5 p.m. and 9 p.m., families
stroll the avenue from Sixth Street to 
17th Street enjoying live music, special
events and lovely snacks and libations as
businesses throw open their doors. 
People stop, shop and mostly mingle with
neighbors they may not have seen since the
Art Walk, another signature Montana
Avenue event held in July.

It also gives businesses the opportunity
to introduce themselves to the community in
a way that’s not all about making a sale. 

Merchants do more than just host a
party for their neighbors — they drop their
prices, too. Many local shops will provide
discounts on certain items, one more way to
make the holidays a bit easier on their
patrons and their wallets.

Those sales are a relatively new feature
of the walk which has a decades-long history
on the street and the idea is to extend a
warm “thank you” to the customers that
support the businesses of their  friends and
neighbors.

However, the real beauty of the night lies
not in the shopping, but in the effort to
bring the Santa Monica community together
for a fun, family-friendly evening that kicks
off the holiday season in style.

About this publication
This publication was produced by local Realtor Kate Bransfield to keep the North of Montana neighborhood 

up to date on some of the more interesting happenings in this unique corner of Santa Monica. 
As a Santa Monican for over 23 years, Kate takes pride in being a part of this vibrant community. 
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So much to be
thankful for

North of Montana
Single Family Homes Sold August, September & October 2012 Compared with August, September & October 2013

From ALL agents in ALL companies 

Walk it out for the holidays
Stop by my office for time with Santa
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North of
Montana 
school 
calendar

Lincoln Middle School
1501 California Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-4305
(310) 393-9227
www.lincoln.smmusd.org

Nov. 27 
Minimum Day
Classes let out at 12:50 p.m.

Nov. 28-29
No School
Spend time with family this Thanksgiving.

Dec. 5
Coffee with the Principal
8:45 a.m.
Meet in the cafeteria for some face time with
Lincoln’s top administrator.

Dec. 20
Minimum Day
School ends at 12:50 p.m.

Dec. 23-Jan. 6
Holiday Recess
Enjoy the holidays.

Roosevelt Elementary
School
801 Montana Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-1591
(310) 395-1472
www.roosevelt.smmusd.org

Nov. 21
Make-Up Picture Day
Remember to look sharp for your photos.

Nov. 28-29
No School
Spend time with family this Thanksgiving.

Dec. 2-16
Toy Drive
Spread the holiday love by donating toys for
charity.

Dec. 23-Jan. 6
Holiday Recess
School’s out for the holidays.

Franklin Elementary
School
2400 Montana Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-2199
(310) 828-2814
www.franklin.smmusd.org

Nov. 27 
Minimum Day
Kindergarten classes let out at 11:30 a.m.

Nov. 28-29
No School
Spend time with family this Thanksgiving.

Dec. 9-13
Holiday Book Fair
Give the gift of reading this season. 

Dec. 12
PTA Meeting
8:30 a.m.
Find out what’s taking place on campus.

Dec. 23-Jan. 6
Holiday Recess
Spend time with friends and family.

Montana 
Library events

Nov. 16
Lego Club
3 p.m. 
Come have fun with Legos and build
something amazing. Board games will also
be available. Ages 4 and up.

Nov. 19
Evening Film Series: To Die For 
6:30 p.m.
Director Gus Van Sant’s mid-1990s take on
an aspiring TV personality (Nicole Kidman)
who will do anything to be in the spotlight. 

Nov. 20
Crafty Tweens DIY
4 p.m.
Discover a new craft every month. Fifth
grade and up. This meeting features marble
magnets.

Nov. 21
Classic Film and Discussion Series: ‘Ruggles
of Red Gap’
2 p.m.
In this hilarious comedy from 1935, Charles
Laughton stars as a proper British valet who
must adjust to life in the Wild West after being
won by a rancher in a poker game. Followed by
a talk with film scholar Vivian Rosenberg. 

Nov. 26
Thanksgiving Program
3:45 p.m.

Stories about Thanksgiving and a craft after.
Ages 3 and up.

Nov. 28
Library Closed
Happy Thanksgiving!

The Montana Branch Library is so much
more than just a library. It offers free

Internet access and  is a meeting place for
the North of Montana neighborhood.  The
library is located at 1704 Montana Ave.,
Santa Monica, Ca., 90403. 
For more information, call (310) 458-8682. 


