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By KATE BRANSFIELD

Who doesn’t 
love the holidays? 

This time of year has always been one of my favorites.
We get to deck the halls, throw parties and host loved
ones from out of town.

Fortunately for us in Santa Monica, 
there’s no shortage of things to share with 
our out-of-town guests.

Whenever somebody comes to visit me I always start
with shopping and dining on Montana Avenue. 

Our mild weather, always a big draw for visitors, gives
us the unique opportunity to enjoy outdoor restaurants
and some sunshine — even during the winter.

One of my favorites is R + D Kitchen at 
1323 Montana Avenue. Their menu is innovative,
yet simple and complimented by a delicious 
variety of daily specials. 

I personally can't resist the Asian chicken and noodle
salad and the fresh fish, which changes depending upon
what's available, is always delicious. The sleeper hit of
the menu however is the wild mushroom meatloaf,
smothered in a sublime gravy and served with 
perfectly whipped mashed potatoes. It is truly an
indulgent delight!  

Once you’ve had your fill, stroll along
Montana Avenue to window shop. The area’s 
specialty boutiques offer everything from hand-made
garments to works of fine art. 

You could spend hours perusing Montana’s shops,

but any trip to Santa Monica doesn’t end with shopping.
The city’s number one draw has been the Santa

Monica Pier for decades. It’s iconic Ferris wheel and
romantic views of the Pacific make it the centerpiece of
our beautiful beach town.

You could visit the arcade for some fun, stop at the
new Ristorante Al Mare for a quick bite or even ride the
popular roller coaster.

Any trip to the pier is incomplete without a tour of
the beach. One of the best ways to see the sights of Santa
Monica Beach is on a bicycle. There are plenty of spots
that rent out people-powered vehicles that give you a
real taste of our active beach lifestyle.

While having loved ones in town for the holidays is a
blessing, figuring out where everybody is going to stay
can be difficult. With the house a buzz with holiday
activity, putting the friends and family up at a local hotel
might provide a welcome respite.

Santa Monica's convention and Visitors bureau has
created a program for locals with just that thought in
mind. A number of local hotels offer special deals from
Nov. 18 through Jan. 24 to help solve the problem.

Some of the city’s premiere hotels take part in the
program. There's the classic Fairmont Miramar Hotel
and Bungalows and my personal favorite, the beautiful
Hotel Casa Del Mar and even a few more affordable
choices like the newly built Shore Hotel on Ocean
Avenue to choose from among a number of others.

For more information on the Extra Bedroom
program, visit santamonica.com/extrabedroom.
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This publication was produced by local Realtor Kate Bransfield to keep the North of Montana neighborhood 

up to date on some of the more interesting happenings in this unique corner of Santa Monica. 
As a Santa Monican for over 23 years, Kate takes pride in being a part of this vibrant community. 
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Hosting for the holidays

North of Montana
Single Family Homes Sold September, October & November 2012 Compared with September, October & November 2013

From ALL agents in ALL companies 

We had a great time hosting Santa Claus during the recent
Montana Avenue Holiday Walk. We welcomed the
neighborhood into our office to spend some quality time with the
man in red and to spread the holiday spirit. See you next year.






