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By KATE BRANSFIELD

With the Fourth of July comes a

time to reflect on our freedoms.

Our nation has come a long way

since it declared its independence 

and in Santa Monica there is a strong

sense of that. Thomas Jefferson 

would be proud of our community

and our commitment to 

participatory democracy. 

I also think our founding fathers

would delight in our celebrations as

we’ve formed some wonderful traditions

here in the city by the sea! 

Each year, Santa Monica College

holds a fireworks show that draws in

the masses and lights up the night sky.

Likewise, the Main Street Fourth of

July parade gives our residents a chance

to celebrate our freedom in a small

town, old fashioned style.

SMC celebrates

SMC’s Independence Day festivities

will be held early, on June 28 and include

a free fireworks show and live music.

The celebration — the only one of its

kind in Santa Monica — will feature a

dazzling fireworks show.

Entertainment includes the popular

Cliff Wagner & The Old #7 Band

playing a mix of bluegrass, blues and

honky-tonk music, with Eddie Jauregui

as Master of Ceremonies.

Held on Corsair Field, the festivities

will also feature food trucks — including

new partners Border Grill Truck and

Fatburger Truck — and food booths

operated by Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf, the

Boy Scouts, Boys and Girls Clubs of

Santa Monica, Santa Monica High

School Football Team and many others.

Picnicking is welcome, but alcoholic

beverages, glass containers, barbecues,

fireworks (including sparklers) and

chairs with pointed legs are prohibited.

Gates open at 5 p.m., the live music

begins at 7 p.m. and the fireworks at 9

p.m. The event is free (donations are

welcome) and parking is just $5. See the

Celebrate America website

(www.smc.edu/CelebrateAmerica) or call

(310) 434-3001 for additional details.

The Main Parade

A growing, popular, local tradition

celebrating America’s birthday

continues this summer as a coalition of

neighborhood groups team up once

again to put on Santa Monica’s Fourth

of July Parade. The route spans Main

St. From Pico Blvd. south to Dewey St. 

Organizers predict the event will

draw even more participants and

spectators this year.

Parade spectators can look forward to

everything from live bands on flatbed

trucks to classic cars to Santa Monica’s

finest young musicians in their marching

band. Last year the Mayor was spotted

cruising by on a Segway. Parade

participants have been known to have all

sorts of goodies to hand out to spectators

so bring the little ones and start off the

holiday with some local flair. 

The Parade kicks off at 9 AM, be sure

to arrive early and stake out your spot! 

About this publication
This publication was produced by local Realtor Kate Bransfield to keep the North of Montana neighborhood 

up to date on some of the more interesting happenings in this unique corner of Santa Monica. 
As a Santa Monican for over 25 years, Kate takes pride in being a part of this vibrant community. 
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Montana 
Library
events
June 24
Literary Elements Film Series: ‘Saving Mr.
Banks’ 
2 p.m.
Set in 1961, this heartwarming comedic
drama details Walt Disney's efforts to
convince reluctant author P.L. Travers to
allow him to adapt her Mary Poppins books
into a movie.

June 26
Paws to Read
2 p.m.
Come practice your reading skills and read
to a therapy dog from Paws 4 Healing.
Signup in advance for a 15 minute period.
You may sign up for multiple sessions, but
only two in the first three weeks.

June 30 
Spark a Reaction: Milk Art 
2:30 p.m.
Use milk, food coloring and dish soap to
make a work of art.

July 2
Mindful Meditation
6 p.m.
Library staff invite you to enjoy a pause in
the day in which to refresh yourself by
simply sitting and paying attention to your
senses, feelings, and thoughts. You are
welcome to stay for 5 minutes or for the
entire 30 minutes. Natalie Bell, mindful
wellness consultant, will guide the session.

July 7
Spark a Change: T-Shirt Carryall 
2:30 p.m.

Bring an old, clean T-shirt and change it
into a carryall bag. Grades 6th-12th. Limited
space. Signup at the front desk.

The Montana Branch Library is so much
more than just a library. 

It offers free Internet access and 
is a meeting place for the North of Montana
neighborhood. The library 
is located at 1704 Montana Ave., 
Santa Monica, Ca., 90403. 
For more information, 
call (310) 458-8682. 

What are you doing every Thursday

night of the summer?
City officials have announced the lineup

for the 30th annual Twilight Concert Series.
The free shows will be held Thursday nights
on the Santa Monica Pier.

This year’s calendar, which starts with
the indie-rock band Cults and ends with soul
man Charles Bradley, is more well rounded
but lacking the big name acts of years past.

Earlier this year, City Council voted to
tone down the concerts, which had become
so popular that they were causing public
safety concerns. During the 2013 concert
season, city officials estimated that up to
30,000 people came to see Jimmy Cliff.

“In response to council’s request we sort
of compressed everything in the middle,”
said Jay Farrand, executive director of the
pier. “Traditionally we would have two very
large acts, a couple medium acts, and a
bunch of small acts. This year, we sort of
lopped off the two big acts but in doing so we
brought up those small acts.”

Farrand is happy they scored up-and-
coming Australians Jagwar Ma. He’s also

excited about the back-to-back August
Thursdays headlined by classics: Lee Scratch
Perry and The Zombies.

Below is your Thursday night concert
line up.

July 10:  Cults, a popular indie rock duo,
will headline the first show. Brian Oblivion
and Madeline Follin have been lauded
critically for their dreamy and dark, vintage
sound. James Supercave, an L.A.-based indie
pop quintet, will open the show.

July 17: The U.S. was late to the Yuna
party but they’re catching up. The Malaysian
singer-songwriter has more than a million
Twitter followers (the most of any TCS act
this year) and nine Malaysian Grammy
nominations. Her song “Live Your Life” was
produced by Pharrell. King, an R&B trio, will
set the stage.

July 24: The Cayucas are coming home!
The Santa Monica natives don’t hide from
their beach rock label. Papa, an L.A.-based
rock group, is the opener.

July 31: Described by pier officials as
“Arabic Electro” Omar Souleyman, hailing

from Syria, is in the running for TCS band with
the greatest world news hook. The opener for
this show hasn’t been announced yet.

Aug. 7: Jagwar Ma, an Australian alt rock
band, mixes psychedelic rock with guitar-
pop, which should also mix nicely with a
Pacific Ocean sunset. Wunder Wunder, an
alt rock band from Los Angeles by way of
Australia, will kick the show off.

Aug. 14: L.A.-based Grammy winners 
La Santa Cecilia combine cumbia, afro-
cuban, and bossa nova. Their openers, 
Sergio Mendoza, a mambo big-band, are
chock full of horns.

Aug. 21: Almost exactly 50 years after their
chart-topping single “She’s Not There,” The
Zombies can’t be killed.  The classic ‘60s
psychedelic rock outfit had two other big
singles, “Tell Her No” and “Time of the
Season.” They’ll take the stage in the heat of the
season. Leading off will be the Mystic Braves.
The young Angelenos sound like they could
have opened for The Zombies back in 1964.

Aug. 28: Classic reggae free-spirit 
Lee-Scratch Perry will bring his dub to the
pier. Perry’s played with Bob Marley and

innovated the genre on his own. All 13
members of the afrobeat orchestra, Mexico
68, will make the trek from the eastside of
L.A. to open the show.

Sept. 4: This date won’t be finalized 
for the next couple weeks, Farrand said. 
Stay tuned.

Sept. 11: TCS comes to a soulful
conclusion with Charles Bradley. Bradley has
a storied past and plays soul and funk that
brings you back to the ‘60s and ‘70s but he’s
relatively new to the scene. King James & the
Special Men, a New Orleans R&B group, will
open the final show.
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Twilight Concert Series sets lineup


