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By KATE BRANSFIELD

Santa Monica is a great place to live

but even residents of paradise

occasionally need a vacation.

Fortunately, part of our city’s appeal is

it’s access to the coastal roads and the

plethora of trips up or down the coast.

If you’re heading north, Carpinteria

is a hidden gem located just south of

Santa Barbara. The community of

13,000 is known for it’s family-friendly

activity, celebrations, orchid farms,

boutique shops and restaurants.  The

Santa Barbara Polo and Racquet Club

also serve as a main attraction.

According to city officials, the Town

hosts a First Friday festival every month

that provides visitors with an

opportunity to take in the best the

community has to offer. Restaurant

deals, shopping sales, art openings and

live music make it a prime time to visit.

The local tourism bureau said visitors

looking for an outdoor experience can

visit the recently refurbished Franklin

Trail. The first two miles of the walk

offer majestic views of the valley, salt

marsh, ocean and Channel Islands.

Families can visit the Tomol

Interpretive Play Area featuring marine

animal statues, ocean-inspired slides

and a play village inspired by local

Native American tribes. The area is near

Carpinteria Beach, deemed “The

World’s Safest Beach.”

Visit www.carpinteria.ca.us or

www.carpinteriachamber.org for more

information.

A few more miles up the coast is

Monterey and while the town is known

for its aquarium, it also hosts some of

the most interesting hotel experiences

in the state. The Monterey County

Convention & Visitors Bureau keeps a

list of interesting lodgings.

The Vision Quest Ranch is a unique

bed & breakfast. Guests can stay in one

of four luxury safari tents where resident

elephants deliver breakfast in the

morning. The adults only facility also

houses an exotic animal training site.

Those who want to unplug can visit

the Inn at the Pinnacles, a six-room

hotel situated on 30 acres of vineyards

near the Pinnacles National Monument.

The inn has no phones or televisions,

but it does boast whirlpool tubs,

fireplaces and a first class restaurant.

Half way between Monterey and

Santa Cruz is Moss Landing and its

Captain’s Inn.  The 10-room inn caters

to clients who want to tread off-the-

beaten path. With beds crafted from

actual boats, the hotel doubles down on

the areas nautical heritage and

expansive views.

If you’re in the mood to head south,

Santa Diego is only a few hours away

and the island of Coronado is a mere

bridge ride from Downtown. Hotel del

Coronado is a historic destination that

has served visitors since 1888. The

hotel’s spa, the Spa at The Del builds on

a tradition of wellness that has been

present on the island since the Victorian

era and is actually one of many spas

facilities that capitalize on Coronado’s

reputation for relaxation.

Several hotels offer package deals

for guests to enjoy rooms and services.

Visitors to the spas have access to many

kinds of services such as reflexology,

massage (Hawaiian Lomi-Lomi, Anma,

Swedish, deep tissue, shiatsu, etc. etc.),

acupressure, microdermabration,

manicures, pedicures and botox. 

For more information on “Crown

City” of Coronado, visit

http://www.sandiego.org/discover/coro

nado.aspx or call (619) 236-1212.
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| Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage  | 1608 Montana Avenue  | Santa Monica, CA 90403

310.395.1133 | Kate@NorthOfMontana.com | www.NorthOfMontana.com

North of Montana
Single Family Homes Sold April, May, June 2013

Compared with April, May, June 2014
From ALL agents in ALL companies 

Coastal Getaways

Hotel Coronado

Kate
Callout
hyphenate



Montana 
Library
events
July 24
Toddler Story Time 1,2 - 18-35 Month Olds 
10:15 a.m.,11:15 a.m. 
New times! Story time series for 18-35
month olds.

July 24,26
Paws to Read 
2:00 p.m. 
Come practice your reading skills and read
to a therapy dog from Paws 4 Healing.
Signup in advance for a 15 minute period
beginning June 25. Sessions are Thursdays
and Saturdays, 2:00 to 3:00 p.m., from June
26 through August 2. You may sign up for
multiple sessions, but only two in the first 3
weeks.

July 30
Annie Banannie - Balloon Dog Tales
2:30 p.m. 
Balloon storyteller Annie Banannie tells the
goofy story of a crazy celebration with balloon
costumes and some dog-gone silly ideas. Ages
4 and up. Ticketed event, limited space.
Tickets available 30 minutes before program.

Aug 1
Friday Fun! Make a Collage 
2:30 p.m. 
Make a collage using pieces of construction
paper. Ages 3 and up.

Aug 5
Literary Elements Film Series: Iris 
2:00 p.m. 
Dame Judy Dench headlines this
heartrending portrait of author Iris
Murdoch, her relationship with her husband
John Bayley (Oscar winner Jim Broadbent),
and her later-life struggles with Alzheimer's

disease. Co-starring Kate Winslet. (91 min)

Aug 6
Baby Story Time 1 - 0-17 Months 
10:15 a.m. 
Story time series for 0-17 month olds

Aug 6
Baby Story Time 2 - 0-17 Months 
11:15 a.m. 
Story time series for 0-17 month olds

Aug 6
Mindfulness Meditation 
6:00 p.m. 
We invite you to enjoy a pause in the day in
which to refresh yourself by simply sitting
and paying attention to your senses,
feelings, and thoughts. You are welcome to
stay for 5 minutes or for the entire 30
minutes. Natalie Bell, Mindful Wellness
consultant, will guide the session, 1st and
3rd Wednesdays each month.

The Montana Branch Library is so much
more than just a library. 

It offers free Internet access and 
is a meeting place for the North of Montana
neighborhood. The library 
is located at 1704 Montana Ave., 
Santa Monica, Ca., 90403. 
For more information, 
call (310) 458-8682. 

Annenberg
Community
Beach House
calendar

Pool Open
Summer pool season is here! Pool open
daily June 11 - September 1. Tuesday-Friday
hours are 10am-6pm. All members of your
party must be present when purchasing pool
passes. Daily passes go on sale at 9:30am.
Or reserve up to 6 passes online up to 3 days
in advance beginning at 7am. Reservations
must be redeemed by 11am.

Rec Room
Visit the Sand & Sea Rec Room, open daily
June 11 through Labor Day. Tuesday-Friday,
the Rec Room is open 11am-6pm! Now

there's more time to play games, read a
book, or enjoy the ocean view!

Guest House Docent Tour
Explore the rich Beach House site history
with a Santa Monica Conservancy docent.
Tours are free, and last approx. 30 minutes.
Tours begin at 11am, 12pm and 1pm. Tours
are limited to 15 guests. Please call 310-458-
4904 with questions.

Monday Fun Day
Free fun activity somewhere on site. Ask
guest services for more details. 

Nestled on the beach North of Montana,
the Annenberg Community Beach

House is becoming one of the more popular
attractions for locals in Santa Monica. The
Beach House is located at 415 Pacific Coast
Highway, Ca., 90402.

For more information, visit
BeachHouse.smgov.net.




