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By KATE BRANSFIELD

Being from Chicago, one of things I
most appreciate about living in

Santa Monica is the weather. I know
this borders on cliche, but I love that
we have 300 days of sunshine and that
unlike Lake Michigan, the large body of
water that borders my current home
isn’t frozen over in late January! 

Unfortunately, we’ve recently been
enjoying a bit too much fair weather and
California is in the midst of a drought. 

As a result, the City of Santa Monica
is asking residents to cut water use by
20 percent year over year. In fact, the
city is currently debating penalty rates
for those residents and businesses that
don’t comply. 

While some residents can avoid
additional cut backs if their usage falls
below specific threshold (check your
water bill to see if you qualify), others
are asking themselves ‘what can I do?’. 

Taking into account toilet use,
showers, laundry, dishes, hand washing

and miscellaneous uses, an efficient
water user consumes about 68 gallons
per day. 

As Homeowners, we actually have
several specific options for cutting back
on our overall bills such as
landscaping, specifically lawns, as they
account for most home water use. 

Replacing lawns with other kinds of
plants can save 15,800 gallons of water
annually and rebates are available of up
to $1.50 per square foot. If you decide
to keep your lawn, converting to a drip
irrigation system can save 7,000
gallons (with a rebate of $1 per square
foot), retrofitting sprinklers to a rotary
nozzle can safe 3,600 gallons (with a
$.75 rebate per square foot), reducing
irrigation times by up to three minutes
can save 15,600 gallons and replacing
your timer with a weather-based
controller can save 13,488 gallons 
(and qualify for a $200 rebate). 

Inside the home, residents can
install new energy and water efficient
appliances. Replacing a top-loading

washing machine with a newer front-
loading machine can save 11,240
gallons annually (and qualify for a
$300 rebate). 

Homeowners may not even realize
they are losing water to leaks
throughout the home. Have a
professional check for and repair leaks
in toilets, faucets, showers and
irrigation systems for a savings of up to
12,700 gallons. 

Everyone can also save water by
taking shorter showers, limiting
laundry to full loads, turning off the

faucet when possible (such as when
brushing teeth) and eliminating car
washing at home. 

Certainly the bottom line financial
motivation is a reason to conserve, but
there’s a social consciousness element at
play here too, conservation is important
and all of our individual efforts toward
that goal really do matter.  

The City has staff available to help
residents. Call 458-8459, email
savewater@smgov.net or visit
smgov.net/savewater for more
information.

About this publication
This publication was produced by local Realtor Kate Bransfield to keep the North of Montana neighborhood 

up to date on some of the more interesting happenings in this unique corner of Santa Monica. 
As a Santa Monican for over 25 years, Kate takes pride in being a part of this vibrant community. 
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North of Montana
school calendar
Roosevelt Elementary School
801 Montana Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-1591
(310) 395-1472
www.roosevelt.smmusd.org

February 1 
Fit Family Stair Climb 

February 3 
TV Turn off Tuesday 

February 4 
PTA Gen. Mtg./“School Smarts” Parent
Academy Kick Off, 5:30 PM 

February 6 
Read-a-hon Flashmob 

February 6
Report cards go home 

February 7 
SMMEF Concert at SAMOHI 

February 10 
TV Turn off Tuesday 

February 10
Stairway - Orchestra 

February 12
Stairway - Band 

February 16
No School - President’s Day 

February 18 
Stairway - Choir 

Franklin Elementary School
2400 Montana Ave.
Santa Monica, CA. 90403-2199
(310) 828-2814
www.franklin.smmusd.org

February 5 
PTA Meeting 8:30 AM 

February 6 
Rain Date for Electronic Recycle 

February 7 
SMMEF Concert at SAMOHI 

February 16 
No School - President’s Day 

February 17 
Science Fair/ drop off projects 8:30 AM 

February 18 
Science Fair 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

February 18 - March 1 
Online auction 

February 26 
Kindergarten Round-Up 8:00 AM 

Montana 
Library
events
February 2 
Preschool Story Time 
11:15 AM - 11:45 AM 
Story time series for 3-5 year olds

February 2 
Study Zone @ Montana 
3:30 PM - 5:30 PM 
Space for quiet study, grades K-12 

February 11
Montana Mystery Book Group: The One
from the Other
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Working as a private detective in Munich in
1949, Bernie Gunther copes with the chaos
of postwar Germany when a woman hires
him to find out the fate of her missing
husband, a war criminal whose death she
wants to confirm. 

February 13
Animal Valentines
3:30 PM - 4:30 PM
Create heart themed animal crafts 

February 18 
Santa Monica Reads book discussion:
Longbourn by Jo Baker
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM
A reimagining of Jane Austen’s "Pride and

Prejudice" from the perspectives of its

below-stairs servants captures the romance,
intrigue and drama of the Bennet household
from the sideline perspective of Sara, an
orphaned housemaid. (2015 Santa Monica
Reads Selection)

The Montana Branch Library is so
much more than just a library. 

It offers free Internet access and 
is a meeting place for the North of
Montana neighborhood. The library 
is located at 1704 Montana Ave., 
Santa Monica, Ca., 90403. 
For more information, 
call (310) 458-8682. 




